III. The Development of the Soroban.
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This was done only on the ruled squares, however, the written form remaining- as shown on page 25.
The transition from the cKeou or rod calculation to the present form of abacus in China next demands our attention. Mei Wen-ting, whose name has already been mentioned, expresses regret that an exact date for the abacus cannot be
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Fig. 9.    From Miyake Kenryu's work of 1795.
fixed. He says, however, "If, in my ignorance, I may be allowed to hazard a guess, I should say that it began with the first years of the Ming Dynasty." This would be aboud 1384, when T'ai-tsou, the first Ming emperor, undertook to reform the calendar. At any rate, Mei Wen-ting concludes that in the reform of the calendar in 1281 rods were used, while in that of 1384 the abacus was employed There is evidence,, however, that the abacus was known in China in the twelfth century, but that it was not until the fourteenth that it was commonly used.1 Since a division table such as is used in manipulating- the swan-pan is given in a work by Yang Hui who flourished at the close of the Song Dynasty, in the latter
i VlSSlERE, loc. cit.\ MlKAMI, Y., A Remark on the Chinese Mathematics in Cantor's Gesckichte der Mathematik> Archiv der Mathematik undPhysik, vol. XV (3), Heft i.